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YOUTH MINISTER SENTENCED FOR CHILD PORNOGRAPHY 

Jacksonville, Florida - U.S. District Judge Henry Lee Adams today sentenced 

Richard Steven Sweat, age36, of Orange Park,  to 60 months' imprisonment for receipt of 

child pornography and possession of child pornography.  Sweat was found guilty after a 

three-day trial on May 25, 2007. 

According to court documents, Sweat downloaded videos of child pornography on 

September 5-6, 2005 using a file-sharing program designed to find and share documents, 

photographs, music and videos.  Sweat's wife had discovered an earlier download of a 

child pornography video on the computer after soliciting a computer expert's advice about 

what was stored on the computer. The wife's concern had been triggered by Sweat's late-

night sessions on the computer behind closed doors.  Sweat's wife turned the computer 

over to the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI).  The FBI's computer forensic analyst 

discovered that child pornography videos had been downloaded September 5-6 using the 

file-sharing program, and that the videos had been transferred to an external hard drive 

before being deleted. 

This case is part of Project Safe Childhood. In February 2006, the Department of 

Justice created Project Safe Childhood, a national initiative designed to protect children 

from online exploitation and abuse. Led by the United States Attorneys Offices, Project 

http://www.usdoj.gov/usao/flm/pr


Safe Childhood marshals federal, state and local resources to better locate, apprehend, 

and prosecute individuals who exploit children via the internet, as well as identify and 

rescue victims.  For more information on Project Safe Childhood, please visit 

www.projectsafechildhood.gov. 

The case was investigated by Federal Bureau of Investigation.  The case was 

prosecuted by Deputy Chief Assistant United States Attorney Ronald T. Henry. 
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